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SUBJECT: POLITICAL PRISONERS IN HAITI 

1 . ARTICLE BY LONDON OBSERVER CORRESPONDENT MARK 
FRANKLAND ENTITLED "HAITI, SUICIDE IN THE SUN" REPRINTED 
IN WASHINGTON POST OUTLOOK SECTION CONTAINS FOLLOWING 
PASSAGE "THE PRESIDENT (JEAN-CLAUDE DUVALIER) PARDONED 
90 POLITICAL PRISONERS LAST YEAR, BUT U. S. GOVERNMENT 

HAS A LIST OF 100 STILL IN JAIL AND THERE MAY REALLY BE TWICE 
AS MANY. TWO HUNDRED IS A LOT OF PEOPLE IN A COUNTRY 
WHERE SO FEW ARE ACTIVELY INTERESTED IN POLITICS". 

2. EMBASSY SOURCE DID TELL FRANKLAND DURING HIS VISIT 
TO HAITI THAT WE HAD COMPILED A LIST OF "CLOSE TO" ONE 
HUNDRED NAMES OF PERSONS WE BELIEVED TO BE IMPRISONED 
FOR POLITICAL REASONS. FRANKLAND WAS TOLD THIS LIST WAS 
FAR FROM EXCLUSIVE OR COMPLETE AND WAS COMPILED FROM 
SOURCES AVAILABLE TO US AND THAT A REASONABLE GUESS 
AS TO THE NUMBER OF SURVIVING POLITICAL PRISONERS 
THROUGHOUT HAITI MIGHT BE ABOUT DOUBLE THIS ROUGH FIGURE. 

3. ANNOTATED COPY OF LIST DISPATCHED TODAY'S POUCH TO 
HAITIAN DESK OFFICER UNDER COVER OF ANALYTICAL LETTER. 

LIST ACTUALLY CONTAINS 84 NAMES, OF WHICH WE NOW SUSPECT 
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AT LEAST SIX MAY BE DEAD BUT WE HAVE NO FIRM OR RECENT 
INFORMATION TO CONFIRM OUR SUSPICIONS. SOME NAMES ON THE 
LIST ARE INDIVIDUALS WHO ESPOUSE VIOLENT OVERTHROW OF THE 
GOVERNMENT WHO WERE IN POSSESSION OF WEAPONS AND 
ACTIVELY PLOTTING WHEN ARRESTED: OTHERS ARE BELIEVED BY 
THE GOVERNMENT TO BE ALLIES OR FOLLOWERS OF THE FIRST 
GROUP: STILL OTHERS ARE PERSONS WHO HAVE HAD CONTACT WITH 
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OVERSEAS COMMUNISTS OR PREACHED LEFT-WING IDEALISM IN 
HAITI WHICH THREATENED IMPORTANT ELEMENTS OF POWER 
STRUCTURE. VERY FEW, HOWEVER, HAVE EVER BEEN 
ACKNOWLEDGED AS POLITICAL PRISONERS OR PUBLICY TRIED. 

SOME HAVE BEEN INCACERARTED FOR AS LONG AS EIGHT YEARS. 
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